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was not brought before the Cabinet until early in
January 1829. The well-known attitude of the king
was the great obstacle. For a time it seemed insuper-
able. In the hope of overcoming the royal scruples
Wellington had in the first week of the year sought
an interview with the Archbishop of Canterbury
and the Bishops of London and Durham, and endea-
voured to persuade them to exert their high ecclesi-.
astical authority in relieving the conscience of the
king and securing his assent to a measure regarded by
his ministers as necessary to the safety of the State.
The attempt was unavailing. The three prelates
declared with one accord that they could not lend their
sanction to the proposed course of proceeding, but must
offer a decided opposition to the removal of Eoman
Catholic disabilities. The previous recall of the Marquis
of Anglesey from Ireland, in consequence of conduct
which seemed to show that the Lord Lieutenant and
the Prime Minister were at variance, and that the latter
still declined to recognise the necessity of concession,
had increased the embarrassments of the ministers and
added to the perplexity of the public mind. Peel now,
on 12th January, once more represented to the duke
that the time was come for a decision, strongly urged
that frank concession was the only course to be pursued,
and expressed a wish to retire at once, unless, in the
judgment of the duke, his retirement should prove an
insuperable obstacle to the adoption of that course.
By this time the Cabinet had been consulted, and all
the ministers but two, who afterwards gave way, had
expressed their concurrence in the course recommended
by Peel and the duke. The king still hesitated